
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

December 9, 2016

The Honorable Stephen Goldfinch, Member
South Carolina Senate, District No. 34

P.O. Box 142

Columbia, SC 29202

Dear Senator Goldfinch:

This Office received your request dated August 26, 2016 to the Opinions section for a follow-up opinion.
This follow-up opinion is in reference to the opinion this Office issued to you dated August 19, 2016.'
The following is this Office's understanding of your follow-up questions and our opinion based on that
understanding.

Questions (as quoted from your letter):
Your opinion dated August 19, 2016 assumed the special purpose district's fire board was located within
one county. Can a special purpose fire district's board of fire control, currently elected by the legislative
delegation, be elected by popular vote when the special purpose fire district is located in more than one
county? If so, will that give the board the ability to raise millage without a referendum or vote by the
General Assembly?

Law/Analysis:
As this Office stated in the August 19, 2016 opinion addressed to you. South Carolina Code § 6-11-350
only authorizes special purpose districts located solely within one county to issue a referendum on the
question of electing the governing body of a special purpose district by referendum. Thus, that law does
not apply to a special purpose district in two or more counties. S.C. Code § 6-11-350. It is this Office's
understanding your questions are asking about the Murrell's Inlet-Garden City Fire District located in
Georgetown and Horry Counties. The General Assembly of South Carolina created specific statutes
regarding the Murrell's Inlet-Garden City Fire District in Article 1 of Chapter 23 of Title 4 in the South
Carolina Code of Laws. S.C. Code § 4-23-10 et seq. This Office has previously opined that the Murrell's
Inlet-Garden City Fire District was created by Act No. 876 of 1966 and is a political subdivision of this
State. See Op. S.C. Att'v Gen.. 1980 WL 121235 (S.C.A.G. May 22, 1980). South Carolina Code § 4-23-
20 states concerning the Board of Fire Control for the District:

After the creation of the Murrell's Inlet-Garden City Fire District, there is
established a Board of Fire Control for the District to be composed of three
members from Georgetown County who must be appointed bv the Governor upon

' We encourage anyone reading this opinion to read the opinion dated August 19, 2016 to Representative Goldfinch
in addition to the other opinions by this Office regarding the Murrell's Inlet-Garden City Fire District. See Ops. S.C.
Atfv Gen.. 2016 WL 4698868 (S.C.A.G. August 19, 2016); 2014 WL 4953185 (S.C.A.G. Sept. 23, 2014); 2014
WL 4953186 (S.C.A.G. Sept. 18, 2014); 1985 WL 259095 (S.C.A.G. April 3, 1985); etc.
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