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Office of the Attorney General

State of South Carolina
May 2, 1979

*1  Ransom O. Hinnant
208 Sassafrass Street
Andrews, SC 29510

Dear Mr. Hinnant:
Mr. McLeod has referred your recent letter to me for reply. You have stated that you are a write-in candidate and you
have asked the following questions:
(1) I would like to know if there is a law permitting someone at the polls to aid those who wish to vote for me, if they
ask for assistance.

South Carolina Code of Laws (1976) Section 7-13-780 provides that
. . . persons who are unable to read or write or who are physically unable or incapacitated from preparing a ballot or
voting shall be entitled to receive assistance of any kind in voting.

Section 7-13-800 states that
[i]n casting a write-in ballot, the voter shall cast it in his own handwriting or in the handwriting of a duly authorized
manager who is aiding the voter in casting his ballot when assistance is authorized by this Title.

Therefore, if a voter needs assistance in voting by virtue of being either unable to read or write or physically unable or
incapacitated from preparing a ballot, he may receive assistance in preparing any ballot including a write-in ballot.
(2) Does the spelling of my name have to be accurate or can it be readable?

In the case of Redfearn v. South Carolina Board of Canvassers, 234 S.C. 113, 107 S.E. (2d) 10 (1959) the Supreme Court
held that,
[t]he purpose of an election is to express the will of the electorate. It follows that in evaluating contested ballots the
Board must in each case seek to ascertain the intent of the voter; and that such intent will control if it can be determined
without speculation . . .

Therefore, if the intention of the voter to write-in your name can be clearly ascertained without the need to speculate as
to the intent of the voter to write-in your name, it will be counted as a vote for you even if the name is not accurately
spelled. However, this is a decision that will have to be made by the persons counting the ballot on a ballot by ballot basis.
(3) If the ticket is not readable will the whole ticket be thrown out, or just my name?

Only your race would be affected.
 Very truly yours,
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Treva G. Ashworth
Senior Assistant Attorney General
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