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ATTORNEY GENERAL

April 14, 2017

The Honorable John W. Matthews, Jr., Member
South Carolina Senate
PO Box 142

Columbia, SC 29202
Dear Senator Matthews:

Our Office has received your opinion request regarding meetings of the Dorchester County School
District No. 4 Board of Trustees ("School Board 4"). You ask, on behalf of a constituent, if the board
chairman has the authority to assign seating for the board members at the meetings. If the board member
refuses to sit in the assigned seat, can the chairman mark the board member absent from the meeting and
deny that board member the right to vote or speak?
Our understanding is that a dispute occurred between two of the board members of School Board 4 which
resulted in one of the board members sitting in the audience during the meetings. The chairman, and not
the board of trustees, decided that every board member was required to sit in an assigned seat during the
meetings.
Subsequently, the board of trustees approved a motion that the "board observe proper decorum that each
board member sit with the board at the table in order to participate at board meetings" by a majority vote
offour votes at its August 23, 2016 meeting. S^ Dorchester County School District Four Board Meeting
Minutes, August 23,2016.
LAW/ANALYSIS;

The South Carolina Code of Laws grants school boards the power to create their own policies, bylaws,
and rules of procedure. "The boards of trustees of the several school districts may prescribe such rules
and regulations not inconsistent with the statute law of this State as they may deem necessary or advisable
to the proper disposition of matters brought before them... ." S.C. Code Ann. § 59-19-110(1976 Code,
as amended). One of our prior opinions explained that "S.C. Code Ann. § 59-19-110 grants broad
discretionary authority to school boards. .
S^ Op. S.C. Attv. Gen.. February 25, 2008 (2008 WL
608960). The opinion concluded that "the conduct of a board of trustees is within the discretion of the
board as long as such is not inconsistent with State law." Jd

School Board 4 has adopted its own Policy Manual. The Policy Manual explains that a function of the
board is to be "responsible for the machinery and process of carrying on board business, such as adopting
a procedural form for meetings. . . ." Dorchester County School District No. 4 Policy Manual, Policy
'BBA, Board Powers and Duties.
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