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*1 SUBJECT: Education, Teacher Aide
Teacher aide is not within the class of persons designated ‘teacher’ for the purposes of § 59-25-410 et seq., Code of Laws
of South Carolina, 1976.

TO: School Board Attorney
Beaufort, SC

QUESTION:

Is a teacher aide to be included by implication under the statutory provisions pertaining to the employment and dismissal
of teachers in § 59-25-410 et seq., Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976?

STATUTES AND CASES:

§§ 59-1-130, 59-1-140, 59-25-410 et seq., Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976; Sutherland on Statutory Construction,
Vol. 1A, § 27.03.

DISCUSSION:

Section 59-1-140, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, states:
‘Teacher aide’ means a noncertified person employed by a school district whose assignment consists of and is limited to
assisting a certificated teacher. (Emphasis added).

Teacher is defined in § 59-1-130, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as “. . . any person who is employed either full-
time or part-time by any school district either to teach or to supervise teaching.’

After the state legislature defines a term, it is presumed that all subsequent legislation is “. . . enacted in light of and with
knowledge of these general interpretive statutes, and thus, the statutes control except where a clear legislative intent to
substitute a different interpretation appears.” Sutherland on Statutory Construction, Vol. 1A, § 27.03.

CONCLUSION:

Therefore, a teacher aide by statutory definition only ‘assists a certificated teacher’ and is not within the class of persons
designated ‘teacher’ for the purposes of teacher employment and dismissal in § 59-25-410 et seq., Code of Laws of South
Carolina, 1976.

Paul S. League
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Assistant Attorney General
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