October 11,2017
The Honorable Shane Martin, Member
South Carolina Senate
PC Box 142

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Dear Senator Martin:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. Your
letter states the following:
I have been asked for clarity on a School Board issue and am requesting an
opinion of South Carolina Law § 59-25-10, which states "No person who is a
member of the board of trustees or a member of the immediate family (parents,
children, brothers or sister) of a member of the board of trustees of any school
district shall be employed by the board as a teacher without the written approval
of the board of trustees of the district..."

Specifically, I am requesting an interpretation of the process or format for the
"written approval of the board of trustees of the district..."
Law/Analysis

In researching this opinion request, we have been unable to locate prior opinions issued
by this Office or by our state courts regarding the process or format of the "written approval of
the board of trustees of the district" described in S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-10. Therefore, to
determine what form is required for the written approval, we must turn to the rules of statutory
interpretation. Statutory interpretation of the South Carolina Code of Laws requires a
determination of the General Assembly's intent. Mitchell v. Citv of Greenville. 411 S.C. 632,
634, 770 S.E.2d 391, 392(2015)("The cardinal rule of statutory interpretation is to ascertain and
effectuate the legislative intent whenever possible."). Where a statute's language is plain and
unambiguous, "the text of a statute is considered the best evidence of the legislative intent or
will." Hodges v. Rainev. 341 S.C. 79, 85, 533 S.E.2d 578, 581 (2000). However, in this instance
the text of S.C. Code Ann. § 59-29-10 provides no description of the format or process that a
school district board of trustees should follow.

In an analogous June 28, 2016 opinion, this Office opined that where the General
Assembly left undefined what format was required for the adoption and passage of municipal
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