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Dear Director Andino:

•South

December 11,2017

Attomey General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section,
letter states the following:

The S.C. State Election Commission (SEC) respectfully seeks an opinion
as to the exclusion of "[i]nformation relating to security plans and devices" under
the S.C Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and, in particular, the scope and
application of this exclusion as it pertains to cybersecurity matters.

As a result of revelations about malicious cyber activity from foreign
entities targeting states' election systems in the months leading up to the 2016
presidential election, as well as the subsequent designation of election
infrastructure as critical infrastructure, the SEC and county boards have seen a
significant increase in the number of FOIA requests for records containing the
types of information described above. Such requests often encompass numerous
records thousands of pages in length.

As you are aware, the definition of "public record" for purposes of FOIA
contains the following language relevant to this request:

Information relating to securitv plans and devices proposed,
adopted, installed, or utilized by a public body, other than amounts
expended for adoption, implementation, or installation of these
plans and devices, is required to be closed to the public and is not
considered to be made open to the public under the provisions of
this act.
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