
Alan Wilson
ATTORNEY GENERAL

December 18, 2017

Rokey W. Suleman, II
Director

Richland County Board of Voter Registration and Elections
P.O. Box 192

Columbia, SC 29202

Dear Mr. Suleman;

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. Your
letter asks the following questions:

Under South Carolina law, is a county board of voter registration and elections a
board or agency of the respective county or a board or agency of the State?

Is a county responsible for providing legal services for its respective county board
of voter registration and elections, or for otherwise appropriating sufficient funds
to allow a county board of voter registration and elections to obtain legal
services? If not, what entity is responsible for providing such services?

Is a county responsible for paying settlement and judgment amounts that are the
result of litigation brought against the board? If not, what entity is responsible for
paying such settlement and/or judgment amounts?

Does a county have the authority to prevent a county board of voter registration
and elections from paying legal fees and settlements out of the board's own
budget by passing an ordinance or resolution which prohibits funds already
appropriated by the county from being used for such purposes?

Law/Analysis

I. Under South Carolina law, is a county board of voter registration and
elections a board or agency of the respective county or a board or
agency of the State?

This Office has consistently held that county board of voter registration and elections as
well as their predecessor bodies are county agencies. This Office's November 21, 1975 opinion
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