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June 13, 2018

Mr, Jerry B. Adger
Director

State Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services
P.O. Box 50666

Columbia, SC 29250

Dear Director Adger:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. Your
letter asks the following:

Do paroled inmates, who must serve on parole with no deduction for good
conduct as outlined in S.C. Code § 24-21-670, qualify for compliance credits
pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-21-280(D)?

As you are aware, the Crime Reduction and Sentencing Reform Act of 2010
included a provision allowing for the reduction of an individual's term of
supervision so long as the offender complies with the conditions of that
supervision. This allows an offender who meets both the affirmative requirements
of supervision and refrains from committing violations or new offenses to
terminate his or her supervision earlier than originally ordered.

A question has arisen regarding whether the language of S.C. Code § 24-21-670
conflicts with the compliance credits provision in S.C. Code § 24-21-280(D).

Under 24-21-670, a parolee "shall continue on parole until the expiration of the
maximum term or terms specified in his sentence without deduction of such
allowance for good conduct as may be provided for by law." It is because of this
section that an individual on parole does not get credit for good behavior pursuant
to S.C. Code § 24-13-210. The question, then, becomes whether 24-21-670 also
operates to prevent a parolee from receiving compliance credits under 24-21-
280(D).

Law/Analysis

It is this Office's opinion that a court would likely find that paroled inmates can qualify
for compliance credits pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 24-21-280(0). Further, it is this Office's
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