ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDING
BEFORE THE

SECURITIES COMMISSIONER OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE MATTER OF:

CONSENT ORDER
Hightower Financial Partners, LLC,
IARD# 172962, and File No. 20172001

Christopher Taylor, CRD# 3251069,

= N N Nwn Nt

Respondents.

WHEREAS, the Securities Division of the Office of the Attorney General of the State of
South Carolina (the “Division”), after receiving information and pursuant to authority granted in
the South Carolina Uniform Securities Act of 2005 (the “Act”), S.C. Code Ann. § 35-1-101 et
seq. (Supp. 2012), initiated an investigation into certain activities of Hightower Financial
Partners, LLC, IARD# 172962 (“Hightower”), and Christopher Taylor, CRD# 3251069
(“Taylor”) (collectively, the “Respondents”); and

WHEREAS, in connection with its investigation, the Division determined certain acts of
the Respondents constituted violations of the South Carolina Code of Regulations and provide
the basis for discipline. These bases include expulsion from the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority (“FINRA”) and the issuance of a Final Consent Order by the State of North Carolina
Securities Division; and

WHEREAS, on or about July 9th, 2018, the Division issued an Administrative Order
revoking Respondent Hightower’s investment adviser registration and revoking Respondent
Taylor’s investment adviser representative registration; and

WHEREAS, the Respondents acknowledge their desire to resolve this matter by Consent

Order; and
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WHEREAS, the Respondents admit the Securities Commissioner (the “Commissioner”)

has jurisdiction in this matter; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner finds the investor protections and remedies in this

Consent Order both appropriate and in the public interest for the protection of the investors and
the capital markets of the State of South Carolina;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, and the Respondents expressly

consent and agree, that:

a. Effective as of the date of the Division’s Administrative Order, the Respondents
CEASED AND DESISTED from violating the Act and the South Carolina Code of
Regulations;

b. Effective immediately, the Respondents will CEASE AND DESIST from
participating in any aspect of the securities industry; and

¢. If the State of North Carolina Securities Division repeals, rescinds, or otherwise
vacates its Final Consent Order with the Respondents, and FINRA repeals, rescinds,
or otherwise vacates the Respondents’ expulsion from membership, the Respondents
may re-apply for investment adviser and investment adviser representative
registrations in this State,

Upon execution by the Commissioner, this Order resolves Administrative Proceeding

20172001 as it relates to the Respondents.

The parties to this Order agree the Order does not and should not be interpreted to waive
any (i) criminal cause of action, (ii) private cause of action that may have accrued to any investor
or investors, or (iii) other cause of action which may result from any activity of the Respondents

not detailed above or which may hereafter arise.
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IT IS SO ORDERED this_a) ) day of Q( Mc‘.x.dﬁ‘z-ms.
sy, OQAU. C I AN

Alan Wilson
Securities Commissioner
State of South Carolina

RESPONDENT HIGHTOWER FINANCIAL PARTNERS, LLC:

By: M 7%“' Date: 51/21/5’0’7

Christopher Taylor
Its: 0 ol

RESPONDENT CHRISTOPHER TAYLOR:

By: jV‘-*m - ‘70—}/L Date: q’// zz’/ 01 %

j—

Christopher Taylor

REVIEWED BY:

Stephen Jenkins/Bell, Esq.

Dufty & Young, LLC

96 Broad Street

Charleston, South Carolina 29401

APPROVED AS TO FORM

ON/ﬁfi{E OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:

[

By:

. /] 4 s Date: ﬁ/?,’L/"LOlg
Téylor Faw'” </ Fo
Assistant Attorney General
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