
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

December 06, 2018

Director Lewis J. Swindler, Jr.

South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy

5400 Broad River Road

Columbia, SC 29212

Dear Director Swindler:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. The

request letter reads as follows:

I am requesting clarification of our State's Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

law as it pertains to several South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy

("Academy") Regulations and the Attorney Work product privilege.

The Academy receives and generates numerous documents pertaining to law

enforcement officers and their certifications. Additionally, the Academy and the

Law Enforcement Training Council ("Council"), the Academy's governing body,

regularly communicate regarding certification issues concerning those officers.

The communications take place between the Criminal Justice Academy's Office

of General Counsel and the Council or between the Office of General Counsel's

Misconduct Investigator and the Council, on behalf of the Office of General

Counsel. The Criminal Justice Academy's Office of General Counsel serves as

the legal consultant and advisor for both me, in my role as Director of the
Academy, and the Training Council. I am writing to request clarification
regarding the application of two exemptions to the South Carolina Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) as they relate to communications between the Office of

General Counsel and the Training Council.

First, South Carolina Code of Laws Section 30-4-40(a) states "A public body may

but is not required to exempt from disclosure the following information ... 4.
Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by statute or law."
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