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Joseph L. Mathis, Esq.
Cherokee County General Counsel
Saint-Amand, Thompson & Mathis, L.L.C.
210 South Limestone Street, Ste. 1

Gaffney, SC 29340-3014

Dear Mr. Mathis:

You have requested an opinion from this Office regarding whether an individual can simultaneously serve
as a volunteer fireman of the Corinth Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., a nonprofit corporation, and as a
fire commissioner of the Corinth Fire District, a special tax district.

Specifically, you ask the following questions:

1. Whether a volunteer fireman of the Corinth Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. may simultaneously
be appointed and serve as a fire commissioner for the Corinth Fire District by the Cherokee
County Council?

2. If so, would such an appointment violate any dual office rules under the Constitution of this State
or any other laws of this State?

3. If so, would such an appointment violate the master/servant relationship?

4. If a volunteer fireman can be appointed to the Corinth Fire District by the Cherokee County
Council without violating the dual office rules or the master/servant relationship, may that same
fireman serve as an officer within the Corinth Fire District, Inc., without violating those same
rules?

You have provided us with Cherokee County Ordinances regarding the Corinth Fire District and its Board
of Fire Commissioners.

LAW/ANALYSIS;

We will begin with a general discussion of dual office holding. Dual office holding is prohibited by the
South Carolina Constitution, which provides:

[n]o person may hold two offices of honor or profit at the same time, but
any person holding another office may at the same time be an officer in
the militia, member of a lawfully and regularly organized fire
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