
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

May 21, 2019

Chief Calvin E. Collins

City of Bishopville Police Department
113 E. Council St.

Bishopville, SC 29010

Dear Chief Collins:

We received your request seeking an opinion on the application of South Carolina's
school trespass statute to administrative buildings owned by the school district where school
board meetings are held. This opinion sets out our Office's understanding of your question and
our response.

Issue (as quoted from your letter):

The Lee County School District owns several buildings within the
territorial limits of the City of Bishopville, including the administrative building
wherein meetings of the Lee County School Board are held.

At a recent meeting of the Lee County School Board, one or more
individuals conducted themselves in a manner the Board found to range from
disorderly to threatening. As a result, one or more individuals have been served
with a written warning not to come onto certain premises of the Lee County
School District as contemplated by S.C. Code § 16-11-620.

The Police Department of the City of Bishopville is highly sensitive to
school safety issues as they relate to students, employees and the Board itself. The
Police Department intends to respond fully to any need of the School District
when it comes to safety and protection of the public.

I do recognize that school property may arguably be a public building or
premises. To that extent, and out of an abundance of precaution, I seek your
opinion for clarification as to whether a prosecution for violation of the above
code section would be a proper exercise of authority under these circumstances.
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