
July 22, 2019

The Honorable Sean M. Bennett

Member

South Carolina Senate

P.O. Box 142

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Dear Senator Bennett:

Attorney General Alan Wilson referred your two letters, both dated July 9, 2019, to the Opinions
section for a response. Each letter indicates you seek an opinion of this Office concerning the
validity of two bond referenda recently proposed by Dorchester County (the "County"). In one

letter, you ask us to consider the validity of the following proposed bond referendum question:

Shall Dorchester County, South Carolina be authorized to issue general

obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $ ,000,000 for funding the
acquisition of land and the design and construction of parks and recreational

facilities at various locations through the County?

We understand the County has since specified the amount to be $38,000,000.

In the other letter, you ask us to consider the validity of a separate bond referendum question.

Shall Dorchester County, South Carolina be authorized to issue general

obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $30,000,000 for funding the
acquisition of land and the design and construction of new library facilities in

the Summerville, North Charleston and Ridgeville areas of Dorchester

County?

As for both questions, you ask whether these questions are "in a permissible form under the
holding of Ziegler and any other applicable South Carolina constitutional, statutory, or case law."

Law/Analysis

In Zeigler v. Dorchester County. S.C. , 828 S.E.2d 218, 219 (2019), our Supreme Court
considered whether the following referendum question was unlawful:

Shall Dorchester County, South Carolina be authorized to issue general
obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $ 30,000,000 for funding the
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