
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

July 15,2019

Mr. Andrew C. Marine

Vice-Chairman

Aiken County Registration and Elections Commission
1930 University Parkway, Ste. 1200
Aiken, SC 29801

Dear Mr. Marine:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section,
letter states:

The Aiken County Registration and Elections Commission requests an opinion
regarding statutory interpretation of the word "meeting" in §7-5-10(B)(3) of the
South Carolina Code of Laws.

The relevant statute states, "If a member misses three consecutive meetings of the
board, the chairman or his designee immediately shall notify the Governor who
shall then remove the member from office."

The term "meeting" is not defined. We understand that a duly notified "meeting"
complying with the state Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) criteria would be
considered a "meeting" (Agenda posted and notice given). However, the election
commission not only has regular monthly or bimonthly meetings which comply
with FOIA, but we have other types of activities.

For instance, on election day, the individual commissioners are actively involved
in receiving, tallying and processing votes at the election headquarters. We are
making group decisions regarding preliminary tallies and counting absentee votes.

Generally three days after the election, we meet to hear election protests and
certifications. The statute requires that an election protest be heard within a
certain time period (days) after the certification of the election. Are all those
activities, considered "meetings?"

If those activities are considered "meetings," and if a member were to be ill and
miss a two-week period, must the Governor remove the member from the
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