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General Counsel
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Post Office Box 11329

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1329

Dear Ms. Mann:

Attomey General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. Your
letter asks the following:

On behalf of the South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation,

I respectfully request an advisory opinion concerning the South Carolina Board of
Chiropractic Examiners' (Board) recent decision to endorse intramuscular therapy,
commonly referred to as dry needling, as a modality for South Carolina

chiropractors; specifically, is intramuscular therapy within the scope of practice of
chiropractic as established by the General Assembly?

At its regularly-scheduled board meeting on November 14, 2019, the Board
adopted a "Frequently Asked Question" (FAQ) to be placed on its web page
regarding the topic of intramuscular therapy. In relevant part, the FAQ provides:
"It is the opinion of the Board that intramuscular therapy is a treatment that falls
in the scope of practice of chiropractic in SC." The rationale for the Board's
decision is that intramuscular therapy is a permitted "machine" for use in

therapeutic modalities for rehabilitation and rehabilitative procedures. Moreover,
the Board reasons that intramuscular therapy is a very commonly used modality

that helps patients, and that pursuant to the Board's Code of Ethics, a
Chiropractor has a "duty to maintain the highest degree of skill and care by
keeping abreast of all new developments in Chiropractic to improve knowledge
and Skill in the Science, Art and Philosophy of Chiropractic." S.C. Code Ann.

Regs. 25-7(C) (2013).
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