
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

February 20, 2020

Wesley Vorberger, Esq.
General Counsel

Greenville County Sheriffs Office
4 McGee Street

Greenville, SC 29601

Dear Mr. Vorberger:

You have requested an opinion from this Office regarding "issues arising from the recently
formed Greenville County Multi-Jurisdictional Drug Enforcement Unit ("DEU")." Specifically,
you state the following:

The DEU was established in March 2019 under a mutual-aid

agreement ("Agreement") between the Greenville County Sheriffs
Office ("GCSO") and various municipal police departments in
Greenville County. S^ Agreement (attached); cf S.C. Code § 23-
20-30.

Under the Agreement, the GCSO and various police departments
aligned their resources to "provide a more comprehensive
approach to combat trafficking in narcotics and dangerous drugs
and other related crimes in Greenville County; and to provide a
more effective use of public resources." S^ Agreement at 1. The
Agreement states that each participating entity will provide at least
one law enforcement officer to the DEU, making up the vast
majority of the DEU's manpower. The DEU is controlled by a
Governing Board (made up of chief executive officers from each
participating entity) and managed by a Commander employed by
the Thirteenth Circuit Solicitor's Office. Under the terms of the

Agreement, law enforcement officers serving in the DEU have
countywide jurisdiction to investigate crimes and enforce county
ordinances and state laws. The countywide law enforcement
jurisdiction is recognized by the Sheriff at a formal swearing-in
ceremony, after which a commission is provided to the DEU
member.
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