
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

June 15, 2020

The Honorable Jimmy Bales, Member
South Carolina House of Representatives
P.O. Box 11867

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Representative Bales:

We received your letter requesting an opinion of this Office concerning the Board of Voter
Registration and Elections of Richland County. You inquire as to the authorities and
responsibilities of the Richland County Legislative Delegation relative to the Board "other than,
recommending citizens for appointment." Specifically, you state you would like to know if "RC
Legislative Delegation members have any say over the operations of the board members; in
relations to hiring, the elections process or other office operations."

Law/Analysis

Article 1 of chapter 5 of title 7 governs county boards of voter registration and elections. Section
7-5-10 of the South Carolina Code (2019) pertains to the appointment of member to county
boards, abolishes previous boards, and sets forth training and certification requirements.

(A)(1) The Govemor shall appoint, upon the recommendation of the
legislative delegation of the counties, competent and discreet persons in each
county, who are qualified electors of that county and who must be known as
the "Board of Voter Registration and Elections of County". The
total number of members on the board must not be less than five nor more

than nine persons. At least one appointee on the board shall be a member of
the majority political party represented in the General Assembly and at least
one appointee shall be a member of the largest minority political party
represented in the General Assembly.

(2) After their appointment, the board members must take and
subscribe, before any officer authorized to administer oaths, the
following oath of office prescribed by Section 26, Article III of the
Constitution: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified,
according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties of the
office to which I have been elected (or appointed), and that I will, to
the best of my ability, discharge the duties thereof, and preserve,
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