
August 3, 2020

D. Malloy McEachin, Jr., Esq.

County Attorney

Florence County
180 N. Irby St. MSC-XX
Florence, South Carolina 29501

Dear Mr. McEachin:

We received your letter requesting an opinion of this Office on behalf of Florence County. By
your letter, your informed us that "Florence County routinely receives request from out of state
entities for information that is to be used for a commercial purposes, in other words to establish a
revenue stream for the requestor of the information." Citing section 30-2-50 of the South
Carolina Code, you ask "is there any responsibility on the County regarding section 30-2-50?"
In addition, you ask "is there any enforcement of this code section and if so by whom?"

Law/Analysis

Section 30-2-50 of the South Carolina Code (Supp. 2019) is part of the Family Privacy
Protection Act originally passed by the Legislature in 2002. 2002 S.C. Acts 225. Prior to 2017,
the Legislature specified section 30-2-50 applied only to state agencies. In 2017, the Legislature
added language making it applicable to local governments as well. Currently, section 30-2-50
states as follows:

(A) A person or private entity shall not knowingly obtain or use personal
information obtained from a state agency, a local government, or other
political subdivision of the State for commercial solicitation directed to any
person in this State.

(B) Each state agency, local government, and political subdivision of the State
shall provide a notice to all requestors of records pursuant to this chapter and
to all persons who obtain records pursuant to this chapter that obtaining or
using public records for commercial solicitation directed to any person in this
State is prohibited.

(C) All state agencies, local governments, and political subdivisions of the
State shall take reasonable measures to ensure that no person or private entity
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